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Polycrisis

• 5 interrelated dimensions:

• Climate change and carbon emissions

• Ecological and bio-diversity retreat and 
regeneration

• Human spatial vulnerability on thin layer of the 
Earth (vertically and horizontally)

• Human social and economic inequality and 
distortions in environmental rights.

• The end of the ‘cheap’ spatial fixes.



Polycrisis and  territorial rural development?

• From emerging policy coherence to disruptive governance.

• A final breakdown of the urban /rural post war contract/compromise.

• Rural development affected by polycrisis externalities

• State austerity measures limiting public sector spatial support 
mechanisms.

• New power configurations empowering consumers, environmental 
interests and producer groups.

• New forms of rural colonisation vis a vis endogeneity strategies

• Contested ecologicalisation: bio-economy v ecological economy



Some key questions

• 1. A renewed need to focus on governance and market configuration in the 
evolution of heterodox/distributed/nested markets (as renewed ‘commons’).

• What are the competing networks operating and their relations and 
dialectics. The decline and rise of new networks and relations, and political 
cultures and governances?

• 2. How far will existing oligopolistic commodity markets dissolve? (e.g red 
meat, milk and rice)?

• 3.Continued reterritorialization and sustainable place-shaping as part of a 
more heterodox set of regional economies?

• 4. How far can policy design foster these developments?

• 5. The transitions to combinations of relative- decoupled; absolute 
decoupled; and re-coupled systems of ecology and economy.

• 6. Re-coupled production and exchange systems: distributed, diverse and 
devolved. e.g agro-ecology in Brazil and UK.



1950-1985 1985-2008 2008-2020

Period Agricultural modernization and intensification Ecological modernization

Rise of critics and of sustainability narratives

(Competing) agri-food-health-environment reconnections ? 

Key global drivers technical innovation 

Changing consumption patterns towards convenience

Rise in agri-business globally

Environmental impacts and over-production

WTO and globalization of trade

CAP reform, agri-environmental schemes

European rural development policies (Leader)

Rise of corporate retailers in power in supply chains.

climate change and biodiversity debates

Increasing effects of geopolitics on trade 

Digitalization, financialization, decarbonization

Changing consumption patterns around healthier diets (but) 

rise in food poverty

Key national laws and regulations State guaranteed prices and food price regulations

Modernization (agricultural) laws 1960

Removal of price guarantees, milk quotas 

Multifunctionality framework 2001

Organic label 1985

Deregulation 

Agroecological policy 2012

More support for organic conversions and diversification 

schemes 

Post-Brexit debates

Role of alternatives and niches Marginalization of peasant and small-scale farming, scattered 

neo-rural initiatives in remoter areas

Development and legitimization of alternative farming networks 

(organic, peasant, extensive livestock etc.)

Proliferation of alternative niches.

Higher focus on food justice

(National) power configurations and leading 

components

Powerful farming unions

Co-management (agricultural sector and state) 

Support to alternative networks by rural development policies. 

Rising influence of retailers and environmental groups 

Corporate retailers diversify their stocking Institutionalization

of short circuits and alternative farmers networks

Environmental issues, animal welfare become key drivers 

[C1]For ?
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Late 2000s on: Competing 
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National trajectories UK and France



                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                 

              

                       

                  





TRADITIONAL FOOD SYSTEM BASED ON 
DIVERSIFIED FARMS AND DIRECT LINKS

2015

Neo-rurals

Agricultural 
modernisation 

policies

Strong territorial 
development policies

1995 202019601850
////

Industrial
revolution

Crisis in the 
fruit industry

« mad cow » 
crisis

ECOLOGISATION

INTENSIFICATION

1980

Covid19GMOs
debates

Rural exodus
and farm
decline

////

Specialisation and 
Intensification

In the fruit industry

Wine
« relaunch »

COP21

Structuration of 
farmers and rural 

networks

First Gis on 
Picodon and 

wine

Blooming of grassroot
initiatives

LandscapeOrigin
Sanitary
quality

Social 
inclusion

Health Climate

Increasing use 
of chemical

inputs

1960 – 1995
GOLDEN AGE OF FRUIT PRODUCTION SPECIALISATION 

AND INTENSIFICATION

repopulation

2015 - 2020
RISE OF ENVIRONEMENTAL, CLIMATE, HEALTH 

AND INCLUSION STAKES

1995 – 2015
PRODUCTS VALORISATION AND MULTIFONCTIONALITY

Demographic trends

Ecologisation trends

Hybrid configurations

Intensification trends

Societal preoccupations
/debates 

Ecologisation factors

Intensification factors

Key events that 
impacted the territorial 
food system

A regional trajectory: 
southern Ardèche
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ECOLOGISATION

INTENSIFICATION

Demographic trends

Ecologisation trends

Intermediary/hybrid configurations

Intensification  trends

Societal preoccupations
/debates 

Ecologisation factors

Intensification factors

Key events that 
impacted the territorial 
food system

2015

Agricultural modernisation policies :
1962 : reparcelling / 1976 : financial
support for drainage / 1984 : dairy
quotas

1995 202019601850

////

Industrial
revolution

« mad cow » 
crisis

1980

Covid19

////

Establishment of 
premium for crops (CAP)

Increasing use of 
chemical inputs

TRADITIONAL FOOD SYSTEM BASED ON 
DIVERSIFIED FARMS AND DIRECT LINKS

1960 – 1996
SPECIALISATION 

AND INTENSIFICATION OF THE MIXED-FARMIG MODEL

1997 – 2013
DEVELOPMENT OF A MASS AND EXPORT-ORIENTED 

POLYCULTURE-LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY

Structuration of organic
farmers networks

1999- CTE (Territorial 
Farming Contract) –

Organic Farming
conversion Proliferation of bottom-up, multi-

thematic and multi-partner initiatives

Continued ploughing up of grassland and 
expansion of farms

Strong development of methanisation

2014 – 2022
RISE OF ENVIRONEMENTAL, CLIMATE, HEALTH, 

POVERTY, DEMOGRAPHIC DECLINE STAKES

2009- CAP aids for 
conversion and 

maintenance in OF

Continuous Demographic decline

DroughtWater
quality

Land Use
Competition

Health
Food self-sufficiency

Economy/
employment



PUBLIC 
POLICIES

UK

REGION

CARMARTHENSHIRE 
(South West Wales)

EUROPE

CONTEXT AND CONTROVERSIES

1960-1985
A MASS AND EXPORT-ORIENTED AGRICULTURE

COVID 19

cc

2000 20202010

Alternative farmers’ networks

Civil society organizations (non agric.) Agricultural organisations/institutions

Education&research

Public institutions

Initiatives’ leading actors : Initiatives’ themes :

2008 - 2020
INUDUSTRIALIZED CAPITALISM CRISIS & NEW 

CLIMATE REGIME (Anthropocene)

1985-2008
EMERGENCE OF REGIONALISED FOOD REGIMES

1986 – BSE 
crisis 2016  UK Referendum on Brexit

Agricultural practices

Commercialisation and consumption

Valorization (transformation, marketing, …)

Inclusion/education/health

Transition projects (=multi thèmes)

2020 (Dec.)  EU 
withdrawal

2007-8  Accumulation crisis : 
Financial, fiscal, food and fuel crisis

1979-1990 –
M. Thatcher

2001 – foot-and-
mouth disease

xxx – bovine 
tuberculosis

2xxx??
Producer groups → Regional livestock
market and local abattoirs

Economical actors

Years ?
Cardiff : Penylan Pantry
& Welsh Food Box 
Company

2009
Banc Organics (CSA) 

2015 end of milk quotas
1992 – CAP reform

(decoupling)
1991 - Water pollution 

directive    (Nitrate)

20xx abolition of marketing 
boards

20xx privatisation of state 
supported advice

Progressive dismantling of direct 
payments

Envir Land Mangement 
Schemes

Carmenthenshire

1999
Strategic action 
plan OF

2001
Farming for the future

2010
Food for/from Wales 

2009
Farming food
contryside report

2015
Future generation act

Sustainable farming
scheme 2022

School meals
program 2022

2004
Local sustainable food
strategy

2000?
School food program

2000
Farming Connect
Programme

1988
Castel Howell
Food service wholesaler

2005
Dawn Meat (Retail and 
foodservice packing facility)

2022
Carmenthenshire
school feeding program 

2008 - …..
Food Banks

Farmers Union Wales’ programs ?
2018 ??
Nature friendly farming network/Steering 
Group Wales 

Xxxx?
Carmarthenshire Food Network 
(CFN)

Multi-actors

2002 (??to verify)
Wales Community
Food Distribution

Year ?? Food Co-ops, 
food Park

To keep or not ?

Food sense
Wales 2018

2021 Food Policy 
Alliance Manifesto
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Farming practices

Diets & choices

Articulations between 
biophysical-innovation-
market-knowledge 
arrangements and power 
configurations 

In both regions (and in the period) 
farmers and consumers/civil society 
are partially (re)empowered in 
contrast to the previous periods. 

In Ardèche rural developpment
organisations and civil society 
organisations are more strongly 
supported -and oriented- by public 
policies; but there are 2 contrasted 
dynamics (both complementary and 
competing)

In South West Wales, farmers gain 
more control over intermediaries and 
rural developpment organisations







PLACE DYNAMICS

Development Ecologicalisation

Colonisation

Decolonisation 
– Indigeneity 

Modernism

Post-modernism

Place

Other 
dimensions?

Other 
dimensions?



Conclusions: new science policy/politics 
interfaces: challenges facing rural researchers
• 1. Cosmopolitanism: consumerism, environment and the politics of 

development: political and scientific cultures.

• 2. Food security: what types of food and what types of agro-
ecological practices?

• 3. Breaking up marketing monopolies and oligopolies

• 4. Re-stating the complexity and opportunities of sustainable 
territorial development.

• 5. New power –reconfigurations and coalitions linking the urban and 
rural domains and politics.
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